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Her Majesty's Government have always declared, and
which the Sultan and the European Powers have equally
admitted to be a necessary preliminary to the withdrawal
of the British troops from Egypt.

Lord Rosebery had deserved well of his country
and of Egypt. He had placed Egyptian affairs
on as sound and statesmanlike a footing as was
possible under the difficult circumstances of the
situation. He had scattered to the winds the
idea that a speedy evacuation, regardless of the
consequences, was contemplated. He had let
all concerned know that a great nation cannot
lightly throw off responsibilities which -it has
solemnly assumed in the face of the world.

On January 26 I telegraphed to Lord Rose-
bery :

The lesson which the Khedive has now received will,
I am of opinion, cause His Highness to be very careful
in his conduct for the present.

I was so far right that a year elapsed before
the Khedive's smothered hostility to England
burst again into a flame. A second lesson had
then to be administered. I have now to deal
with the episode which formed the subject of this
second lesson.